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the binding obligation of the laws which authopised it—and they
bave seén ‘at u latel péttod, that 1hé enactments, %ﬁich the legisla: .
tare has had recourse 1o, to pay the debt, have received ke sane-
tion of the stpreme appeéllate tribunal of the State. Under these
circumstances, to doulit the inteption of the people to discharge the
obligations contracted in their behalf, by their duly accredited
agents, with their full knowledge, and express assent, would be
imputing to them designs, at war with the unbroken tenor of their
acts, and unwarranted by any thing in their past or present history,

It is true, that differences of opinioh have existed, and contisue
to exist, in relation to the most just and equitable mode, of raisi
the necessary amount of revenue. Llach interest feeling the pres.
sure upon itself, is prone to think, that others are less burdened
than themselves, and the jealousy resulting fiom this state of feel-
ing, has embanassed the efforts of those, who have suriven so earn-
estly to place the State in the condition, which all her citizens de-
site her to occupy. But notwithstanding these embartassnients,
steady, if, not rapid advances have been made, towgyds the great
object, of augmenting the revenue to the demands upou the Trea
gury ; and when that shall have been fully accomplished the
gloom which now pervades the public mind, will begin to disap-~
pear. ‘The ccumittee entertain no doubt, that mmuch of the ds-
content which now exists 1o the system of taxation, results from
the fact, that its avails are ipsufficient to pay the interest upon the
public debt. ‘The people consider; and with sarue apparent rea-
son, that sacrifices are uriecessary, if the object for which they are
made cannot be attained. Why they ask, are these demands
made upon them, if the honor of the commonwealth, to maintain
which they are urged, cannot be preserved. But let that honor be
once ‘retrieved, and shme with its original brghiness,—place.
the State again upon the proud eminence she once occupied,
when her engagement or her promisc to pay money, Was consid-
ered equivalent to performance; let the people in a word see, that
the contributions they are imaking to the public coffes, ate bring-
ing with them, the rich harvest, of universal confidefice, and gene-
ral esteem; and there can be no doubt, that their offerings will be
heaped upon the altar, with willingness and in abundance. "Tq
place the State in this condition, and that the people may enjoy’
the gratification which a punctual discharge of her engagements.
would afford then, the comnittee have reported several bills to,
bring additional revenue into the treasury. A

Should these bills'becoe laws, it is believed the State, will, at
an eaily day, be able (o resume paynent, and continue regularly
to pay the interest upon her debt, thereafter.  Some of these bills
have been reported with the general consent of the committee ;
whilst others, or more propéily speaking one of thein, with their
permission only. " It would be arrogant, and presumptuous to say, ,
~ that this particular measure, is the best, which could ¥e devised, to
meet the deficiency in 1he revenue; but it is very certaig, thsr
nope othier has beeh suggested, to' supply its place, which coulg



